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paid no attention. When a good set is used for good music or
drama, it is, of course, a different matter.
For children who desire to express themselves constructively
there are children's technical stations. These may occupy an
entire building or only one large room. The most complete
contain rooms for every kind of constructive ability—engineer-
ing of all kinds, wireless, electro-mechanics, aviation, etc., etc.
They are staffed by trained instructors who have some under-
standing of children. To these stations come boys and girls with
the problems they cannot solve at home. They will frequently
be helped with material as well as technical instruction. Should
the child live too far away for a personal visit, he can obtain
help by correspondence. Some thousands of letters go out from
the Moscow Children's Technical Station yearly.
There are two other institutions for children which I believe
are only to be found in the U.S.S.R. They are a Museum of
Children's Books and a Children's Books Theatre. The aim of
each is to interest children in books, to make them desire, love,
and care for books. The Children's Books Theatre was con-
ceived at the State Publishing House in 1929, and until 1932
was under the control of that organisation. It was then taken
over by the Commissariat of Education, without being in any
way affected. It is a puppet theatre for children under eight
years, though older ones do attend. The chief character is
Punch—very often the only character. He is a Punch clean,
gaily dressed, and without his hump, to be in harmony with the
new world that is being wrought around the children. All the
work behind the scenes is carried on by one artist. There is a
musician who plays the piano, accordion, balalaika and cymbals,
and sings as occasion demands. At times he will don character
costumes and help with the show. The properties are very simple
—a curtain, and a very few objects. Everything packs into one
box. It is deliberately kept simple, for thus it has the great
advantage of easy portability—a very important point when it
is realised that this Punch is perhaps the greatest traveller in the
ILS.S.R. State farms, collective farms, factories, workers' clubs,

